A 5-year-old girl presented with a swelling in the right axilla from which Mycobacterium avium-intracellulare was cultured. The gland was excised and she made an uneventful recovery.
Introduction
The avium-intracellulare group of Mycobacteria is a well-recognised cause of cervical lymph node infection in children. Nodes at other sites, such as the submandibular region and the groin, are less commonly involved. In an intensive search of the literature, Lincoln and Gilbert (1972) Lincoln and Gilbert (1972) and Wolinsky (1979) that the following features indicate infection with acid-fast bacilli other than M.tuberculosis: (1) adenitis in a child 1-4-years-old; (2) no history of contact with a tuberculous person; (3) non-reactive tuberculin tests in siblings; (4) normal chest X-ray; (5) failure of appreciable response to anti-tuberculous drugs; (6) early suppuration; (7) unilateral lymph node enlargement. The patient described here was aged 5 years.
Her 8-year-old sub-normal brother was not tuberculin tested. The unacceptable side effects caused by the drugs meant that response to chemotherapy could not be assessed. In other respects, her disease fulfills the above criteria.
Diagnosis depends upon culturing the organism from the affected gland. Differential skin testing using antigens prepared from the avium intracellulare group and PPD is often helpful but cross reactions may occur (Wolinsky, 1979; Chapman, 1982) .
It 
